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Engaging Adults in Current Science- With the recent SCOPE (Science Conversations for

Ongoing Public Engagement) grant from the Institute of Museum and Library Services, we are now
expanding our free public event offerings that foster dialogue among adults about current issues in
science. This generous grant of $150,000 will enable us to grow our Portal to the Public program
including the Queen Anne Science Café, held monthly in partnership with KCTS 9 and Science on
Tap, to other locations in the Puget Sound. The funding also allows Pacific Science Center to
develop a number of science forums held in collaboration with Seattle-area community centers,
Seattle Art Museum and CityClub.

Provocative Exhibit Inspires New Audiences- This fall, we are proud to be hosting a unique
exhibition by Ballard artist Chris Jordan. Chris Jordan: Running the Numbers is a collection of large,
visually stunning images that conveys a message about human consumption. Jordan combines the
eye of an artist with real data about human actions in a way that invites thoughtful discussions
about the individual and collective impacts of human activities. With this exhibit, it is our intent to
present to the community information related to science, math, engineering and technology and to
foster discussions about how these subjects are relevant to our lives today and to our future. We
are hearing from adults and children who find the exhibit powerful, thought-provoking and
beautiful. Chris Jordan: Running the Numbers closes January 3.

Education Center Award- On November 9, the architects for
the new Mercer Slough Environmental Education Center in
Bellevue received much-deserved recognition. The American
Institute of Architects (AlA) Seattle chapter honored Jones and
Jones Architects and Landscape Architects for their work on
this project. AlA describes the Center as “a standout because
of its deep connection to the environment, distinguished by
the ecological systems operating across building and
landscape.” In late August, the U.S. Green Building Council
awarded gold LEED certification for the facility because of its
innovative environmental design and sustainable features. The Education Center is open to the
public and | encourage you to come explore the wonders of nature at this beautiful new facility in
Seattle’s backyard at the Mercer Slough. Through a partnership with the City of Bellevue, Pacific
Science Center offers environmental education programs to children and families year round.
Construction of a new wetlab is currently underway, thanks to a generous million-dollar gift from
the Master Builders Association of King and Snohomish Counties. The gift is part of the
Association’s centennial celebration.

STEM Initiative Planning- Key leaders from Pacific Science Center and Washington State LASER
(Leadership and Assistance for Science Education Reform) have been meeting with STEM (Science,
Technology, Engineering, Mathematics) education leaders from across the state, The Office of
Superintendent of Public Instruction and the Governor’s office to help determine the STEM
education component for Washington state’s proposal to the federal government under the Race
to the Top stimulus funding. They will help determine the STEM initiatives to be included in the
full proposal that will be submitted in the coming few months.
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Environmental Voyage Sails On- After successfully navigating through
the Northwest Passage, the crew of Ocean Watch is now making its way
down the east coast of South America. The 13-month environmental
expedition ends next summer in Seattle, after a complete circum-
navigation of the Americas. The Around the Americas project aims to
raise awareness of ocean health on an international level. Under the
leadership of some of the world’s foremost sailors, the crew is also joined
by scientists and educators for various legs of the journey. The voyage
includes stops at ports all along the route, where the crew interacts with
local communities, teaching them about ocean health and learning from
their experiences.




